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services. How much Vichy has gained by the disappearance from,
the French scene of the great men whose mere names would have
been a challenge to its defeatism! Foch and Clemenceau would have
been very old indeed had they lived to 1940. But Jaures was bom
three years after Petain. Had he lived, the treason of the Beats,
Doriots and the rest would have been far harder to present as a
" realist" acceptance of the needs of the situation, as the way to
"real" Socialism. Because Jaures had never separated Socialism
from democracy, from the Rights of Man, these sophistries would
have had no effect. The thirty years in which he might have been
alive were changed for the worse by his murder:
"Untimelier death than his was never any/5